St Stephen’s Lutheran Church

Sunday 16th November 2025
23rd Sunaay after Pentecost

9.00am - Alternative + HC Welcome

10.30am - Chinese Worship Please take a moment to sign our

11.00am - Contemporary Worship + HC visitors book in the church foyer.
TODAY’S WORSHIP BIBLE READINGS
Preacher: Pastor Joyce Graue Isaiah 55:1-3, 6-7;
Sermon Title: ‘Guess Who'’s Coming to Worship?!’ Matthew 26:20-29, 28:16-20

Sermon Text: Psalm 84:3

PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY AND THE COMMUNITY

Faithful God, thank you for the gift of faith. Thank you for our baptism which gave us entry into
your kingdom. Thank you for godparents who prayed for us and befriended us. Thank you for
the opportunities that we have for our faith to be nurtured as we have free access to your word,
as we come together for worship, and as we have the freedom to share your word with our
family and friends. Thank you that we can come together with the whole communion of saints as
we receive Christ’s body and blood.

God of hope, we come to you for comfort and strength when life’s challenges overwhelm us.
Help us to walk more closely with you when the times are good. Thank you that you are with us
at all times - even when we think we are managing on our own. Fill our hearts with the sure
knowledge of your presence, so that we can confidently and boldly be the people you have
called and ordained us to be.

God of love, give us generous spirits so that we are blessed with patience, kindness and
humility. Help us to forgive when we feel that we have been wronged, and to live in the truth.
May we protect the vulnerable, give honour where it is due and persevere when times are tough.

We pray for our community, giving thanks for Avis Alm as she celebrates her 99th birthday. We
pray: for those who are celebrating in the coming week and rejoice with them; for those who will
be joining the first communion class and for those leading it; for those who are having surgery
and treatment and for those who are recovering; for those who are nearing the end of their time
on earth and those who are walking alongside them; for comfort for those who are struggling.
We give thanks for the chance encounters that enrich our daily lives.

Worship is live streamed on YouTube. ,
To access, go to www.youtube.com and search gi(la))l(; gl;gzlag Ss
‘St Stephen’s Lutheran Church, Adelaide’ g

[@ E @ @] Genesis 12:1-3;
—— — — John 15:13-16
An audio version of today’s sermon will be Psalm 92:1-4
available on the church website for you to listen to.
New sermons are posted during the next week.
In the spirit of reconciliation we acknowledge the Kaurna people, traditional custodians of

the land on which the St Stephen’s church stands. We pay our respect to their Elders, past
and present, and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.



9AM WORSHIP DETAILS

Organist: Morris Rieger
1. TIS 477 ‘Jesus calls us here to meet 3. TIS 474 ‘Here in this place’

him’ [Tune: TIS 392] 4. LH 514 ‘Savior, again to Thy dear name
2. TIS 472 ‘Father of mercy, God of we raise’
consolation’

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Gracious and ever-present God, before we spoke Your name, You were already
here; before we sought You, You had already come to us.

You are the true host of our worship—welcoming us as we are, hearing our
prayers, speaking Your Word of life, and feeding us with Your grace. Come
now and make our hearts Your dwelling place, that in Your presence we may
find rest, renewal, and joy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

OFFERING PRAVER

Gracious God, you are the first to give, the first to welcome, the first to love.
As we offer our gifts, we remember that all we have comes from Your generous
hand. Use our gifts, and use us, so that others may know the joy of your

presence and the welcome of Your grace; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

PsSALM 22:19-28

Do not stand aside, Yahweh. O my strength, come quickly to my help
Rescue my soul from the sword, my life from the grip of the dog!
Save me from the mouth of the lion! From the horns of the wild oxen you have
rescued me.
| will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters; in the midst of the congregation |
will praise you:
You who fear Yahweh, praise God! Entire race of Abraham and Sarah, glorify God;
entire race of Israel, revere God!
For Yahweh has not despised or distained the poor in their poverty, has not hidden
from them, but has answered when they called.
You are the theme of my praise in the Great Assembly; | perform my vows in the
presence of those who fear you.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek you will give praise. Long life to
their hearts!
The whole earth, from end to end, will remember and come back to you, and all the
families of the nations will bow down.
For you reign, the ruler of the nations.

L3
- 3 You are invited to join us for tea & coffee E ~)
¥ after the 9am service or a light lunch N :@,Af =
w ~ after the 11am service.
v All welcome.



WHAT'S ON... WHAT'S NEW...

There will be a First Communion Class
happening November 16th, 23rd & 30th at
1pm in the social space. Please talk to
Pastor Tanya if you have a child you think
would like to receive communion, that is
interested in joining the class.

Volunteers Needed

We have two AED cabinets that need to be
installed asap (no electrical work

needed). If you can use a drill and have a
little time, can you talk to Tanya or Karl.
We have not found a volunteer to regularly
visit St Andrew’s Lutheran patients. If you
think this might be your calling, talk to
Tanya.

From the Survey: Liturgy and Worship

Power Outages

Please take note that there are two
planned power outages on Wakefield
street next week, Monday 17th November
8.30pm - 1.00am (Tues). The second is
Wednesday 19th November 1am - 5am.

Best wishes and Prayers for
Lila Jaensch as she heads off
to Germany as an exchange
student.

wf

LLL Calendars

There are LLL Calendars for 2026
available in the narthex if you would like to
take one.

The key learning from this section of the survey is that we are a happily diverse group

with diverse preferences.

There are people who really appreciated using the Narrative Lectionary with only one key
reading, and people that are definite in wanting the three readings each Sunday.

9am People enjoy the range of liturgies used; a few people are missing the Reformation
liturgy, and a few said they are not missing it; there is support for a regular spoken order.
We will work with the organists and composer regarding the Reformation order, and may
reintroduce it next year. Slightly more asked for communion each Sunday than the
number saying they liked the Matins without communion. We are persuaded by the
argument that for visitors it is a disappointment when there is no communion, so will
introduce a short form of communion with the Matins order.

Some people love the older wording of hymns, but more commented that they
appreciated when updated wording was used.

11 am A stranger reading the results would have laughed out loud at the polarized
comments regarding Passing the Peace. As many said “have it every Sunday” as said
“‘don’t have it at all’. Our response has been to have it irregularly. The work of the
coordinators in keeping liturgy fresh is appreciated. A couple people wonder if we should
plan to have occasional services without communion. The music was commented on
positively, with some people — while complementing the musicians — wanting more music
from the 21st century.

&

Sunday School is held at 10.30am.
Come and join us!




THIS COMING UEEK'S MEETINGS AND EVENTS

Nov 2025

Mon 17 1.00pm | Jazz Group Hall

Wed 19 9.30am & Yoga Hall
5.45pm

Thur20  10.00am ' Red Cross Hall
11.30am | Gladys Gerhardy Friend Group  Glynde
7.00pm  City of Adelaide Band Hall

Sun 23 9.00am Spoken + HC Church

Baptism Of Isla Nagel

10.00am ' Chinese Worship U.Hall
11.00am Contemporary Worship + HC Church
1.00pm  First Communion Class Hall

UPCOMING PREACHERS
November 23rd: Pastor Peter Lockwood
November 30th: Pastor Tanya Wittwer
December 7th: Susan Wood
December 14th: Pastor Tanya Wittwer
December 21st: Pastor Joyce Graue

SMALL GROUPS

Women’s Fellowship:
Thursday 4th December 2025 12.00pm at Glynde

Gladys Gerhardy Friendship group:
Thursday 20th November 2025 11.30am at Glynde

Regular Electronic Giving (REG)
Direct Debit Request Forms and Information are available
from the brochure rack in the narthex.

PRAYER GROUP

For prayer requests and inquiries about the prayer group,
please email Colleen Fitzpatrick on
colion@internode.on.net

CHURCH COUNCIL MemBERS

Our current Church Council members are:
Chairman : Karl Schenscher

Vice-Chair : Julie Rodda

Secretary : Janice Bartholomaeus

Treasurer : David Zweck
Additional members : Douglas Sia, Paul Bohimann, Tim
Chen and Marcia Lohe



mailto:coljon@internode.on.net

