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INTRODUCTION
As part of his Sermon on the Mount Jesus said:

Seek first [God’s] kingdom and his righteousness,
and all these things will be given to you as well.
(Matthew 6:33)
Jesus gives priority to God’s kingdom above everything else. This wasn’t
just a glib and pious suggestion leaving us to conclude: “Well, what else
would Jesus have said?” Jesus is speaking about freedom, most precisely
the freedom to be loved and to love. Hence, in the fuller text, Jesus
contrasts God’s kingdom with everything else that might lay claim over
our lives. Those things that claim mastery over us and yet that offer us
little in the way of love.
When and how might we seek God’s kingdom, the kingdom that we pray
will come to us in the Lord’s Prayer? God’s kingdom comes to us when
we read and hear the scriptures, and where God’s kingdom comes
community exists through and for the practise of love.
This collection of Lenten devotions is that practise of love. The devotions
have come from the scriptures and the communal nature of this project is
evidence of God’s kingdom at work. Each devotion is an offering to us.
This brings God glory.
Our thanks to Yvonne and Colin for the work that they put into this gift.
Thanks also to each and every writer. You have all enriched our lives
through your service.
We hope that you find these short reflections useful for you Lenten
devotions, as God’s kingdom opens up before you.
Yours in Christ.
Pastor James 2011

ASH WEDNESDAY

March 9

JESUS’ FAMILY TREE

Today’s reading is Mathew chapter 1:1-24
My mother collects Family history books. She enjoys discovering how
people fit into their family trees. She is forever pointing out how I am
related and connected to people through her and my father's large extended
families. Many of these relationships have been well documented in an
era when finding your roots and recording genealogy was a craze.
Matthew begins his gospel with an account of Jesus' genealogy starting
with the Patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Here is a family history
(42 generations) of Jesus' ancestors: an assortment of interesting and sinful
peoples whom we can read about and study in the Old Testament.
As a woman and a mother I am intrigued that the Evangelist is wholly
concerned with Jesus' male linage. Only four women are mentioned in the
genealogy - Tamara, Rahab, Ruth and Bathsheba (documented as the
previous wife of Uriah), and only as they fit into the male line. Mary,
Jesus’ mother, is mentioned here mainly in her relationship with Joseph in
the account of the angelic revelation about his role to be Jesus' earthly
father.
I am glad that I live in an age when mothers are recognised as being
important in the family unit. At my baptism in St Stephen's over 40 years
ago, I became connected to Jesus' family and to all the families at St
Stephen's who are God's children, and to all Christians through out the
world. I am happy to belong to this big family.

Prayer
Heavenly Father, thank you for making me a member of your family
through you Son Jesus. Amen.

1ST WEEK OF LENT

March 10

JOURNEY ON

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 2:1-15
This reading so vividly reminded me of the time when as a tiny child, I
would sit on a little stool in the stable and as my mother milked the cows,
she would tell us children Bible stories. The birth and the visit of the wise
men became so alive, because as I looked at the darkening sky and saw the
stars becoming brighter, I imagined that I was there and would wonder
why they were called wise, where had they come from, how far had had
they travelled and how did they know of this prophecy?
Then a few years ago, when visiting a daughter in China, I stood in
amazement in a Museum along the Silk Road route, as I viewed art from
two thousand years ago that portrayed just how I had depicted the three
wise men on their camels along the road. Had the mystery of the wise men
been solved?
What so empowers me is that the wise men believed what the prophet had
foretold and did not shirk on effort when it came to finding the Christ
Child. They trustingly followed the star until it stopped and then they
knew that this was where they could worship Him and present their gifts.
How do we use our wisdom, wealth, and time and not give up even though
the journey may be along a dark, long road and we don’t know just how
far and where it leads? Do we trust what the scriptures tell us? Are we
Christ’s shining light to all people? After all, His gift to us on earth was to
live for us, to die for us and as He has promised, He will come again and
raise us up!

Prayer
Thank you Lord for giving us the example of the Wise Men that we too
may believe your promises and that your shining light will always be our
life’s direction and energy. Amen.

1ST WEEK OF LENT

March 11

RETURN TO NAZARETH

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 2:16-23
Herod was furious when he learned that the wise men had outwitted him.
So he immediately took action to kill all the boys in and around Bethlehem
who were two years old and under because the wise men had told him the
star first appeared to them about two years earlier.
Herod had lost control of this situation. The newborn king of the Jews was
nearby and now he expected his soldiers to deal with this threatening
situation for him. Not one child in that area was saved. A brutal killing
had occurred. Something horrible because of one man’s unreasonable and
enraged action.
This is the fulfilled prophecy of Jeremiah – 31:15.
“A cry of anguish is heard in RamahWeeping and mourning unrestrained.
Rachel weeps for her children,
Refusing to be comforted – for they are not”
So after a few months Joseph was then told in a dream to go back to Israel
because Herod had died. Joseph immediately returned to Israel with Jesus
and his mother when in a further dream he was warned to go to Galilee. So
they went and lived in Nazareth for Jesus would be called a Nazarene. By
the time he was 4 years old Jesus was much travelled.

Prayer
Heavenly Father, take care of me like you cared for Joseph, and guide me
to your heavenly home. Amen.

1ST WEEK OF LENT

March 12

DON’T BECOME COMPLACENT

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 3:1-17
In the gospel of Matthew, he firstly speaks about John preparing for Jesus’
coming and then he gives an account of John baptising Jesus.
When speaking to the people of Judea, John refers back to the prophet
Isaiah and what was foretold. He then warns the people and us not to
become complacent. It is not enough to claim to be a Christian. You need
to produce good fruits or works. Else there will be consequences. “The
axe is already at the root of the tree, and every tree that does not produce
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”
At times, these passages read in isolation are confronting, and for me
almost scary. They stop and make me assess my life, whether or not I am
doing enough good works! It is important to take stock and prioritise God
back into our daily lives. We need to keep close to God and talk to him as
our friend and Father. Spending time in prayer and reading God’s word is
a more obvious way to do this. However, there are many other ways
throughout the course of the day where we can make a difference. The
way we interact with our family, friends, work colleagues etc.
Do we always think about the way we treat and speak to others? Do we
give the people who need our time, the time? Do we try and help others
out by doing a favour for someone else? Are we inclusive of others who
may feel left out?
At the same time, by being baptised for repentance we have hope. We will
be gathered up and taken to heaven. “Gathering his wheat into the barn”
but “burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” God is a God of
forgiveness and through faith we are saved by God’s grace.

Prayer
Forgive us Lord for our complacency. Use us in our relationships with
other people. Amen.

2ND WEEK OF LENT

March 13 THE TEMPTATION OF CHRIST IN THE WILDERNESS
Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 4:1-17
After reading about the temptation of Christ, I am struck by the fact that
Jesus immediately recognizes Satan's ulterior motives behind each test.
Even after fasting for 40 days and 40 nights, when Satan thinks Jesus is
weakened. Christ is so completely trusting of his Father, that his own
personal needs are overcome. Western society often portrays the image of
needing all sorts of material things to survive and it is hard not to be
influenced by that and identify what is important for our spirit.
Secondly, Jesus did not use God for his personal gratification or glory.
Sometimes the desire of humans to have their "moment of fame" does not
give glory to God, only themselves.
The third temptation is more blatant, with Satan offering Jesus the world if
he would worship him. This is a real temptation for power that many
succumb to, when they think they will do good once they are in the desired
powerful position, e.g. "The end justifies the means".
What a comfort to know that following the temptations, the angels
ministered to Jesus. It reminds me that we are also, never forsaken by
God.

Prayer
Dear God, enlighten me so that I recognize when I am being tempted and
give me power, through your Spirit to resist temptation. Amen.

2ND WEEK OF LENT

March 14

FOLLOW ME

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 4:18-25
I struggle with conflicting feelings when I read the words of Jesus, 'Come,
follow me', so seemingly unquestionably followed by the disciples.
What would I have done in their situation? Is it because I know the rest of
the story - the persecution, the rejection, the depth of sadness that was to
come - that I think I would be unlikely to drop everything and follow? Or
would I have found it impossible to leave my life and follow, even without
that foreknowledge.
If Jesus came to me today, if he walked into my office and said, 'Leave it
all behind, Beth. Leave your work, leave your house and your three meals
a day, leave your husband and your cats and your clothes and your bed and
come and follow me', would I go?
I can't imagine why I would.
What was it in his words that spoke to those disciples and enabled them to
trust him? How can I catch that feeling, and is Jesus really asking me
today, to give it all away? Or is the place I need to start an openness to
change, and the willingness to not cling so tightly to everything that gives
me my sense of 'place' in this world? Is it ok that at this time, all I feel I
am able to do is to wrestle with the challenge of the call and to think about
what it means for me, right now?
I'm not sure, but I hope so, and I know that Jesus will continue to be there
and continue to say, 'Follow me'. That's what he promised on the cross.

Prayer
Jesus. Give me an openness to change. Give me the willingness to
respond to your challenge to follow you. Amen.

2ND WEEK OF LENT

March 15

THE BLESSINGS AND THE LIGHT

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 5:1-16
Jesus had chosen his disciples and in their company had begun his
ministry, preaching the Good News and healing many people. There was
an air of excitement as people came from all over to be healed. The
disciples may have sensed that they had made a good choice when
agreeing to follow Jesus. This was where the action was and they were an
integral part of something new and exhilarating.
If they stayed with Jesus they would gain fame, power and influence in the
affairs of God and people. At this stage Jesus takes them away from the
crowds and the excitement, and he teaches them. Jesus, the high point of
his ministry was his death, before his resurrection. This overturned the
rules and expectations of this world. God’s richest blessings are for those
who are just ordinary, living out their humanity in dependence on their
heavenly father, fully earthed in this world; able to mourn, care, yearn and
work for justice, showing mercy and purity of heart as they work for
peace. As God’s forgiven children we have experienced his peace, love,
mercy and justice themselves.
In an age when so many people yearn for the limelight, for acclaim as stars
of wealth, business, sport and entertainment, God’s riches are for those
whom like children wait for, or stumble empty handed to Jesus. He alone
can fill them with love, hope and a touch of his light, which can shine on
them as a beacon for others who have lost the way to their loving father.

Prayer
Loving Lord God, we thank you that Jesus came into your world for all
people. Thank you for making us family in baptism. Equip us to live in a
manner that is preservative for all of your creation. May your light of love
and hope be obvious in our words and actions at all times. Amen.

2ND WEEK OF LENT

March 16

THE LAW

Today’s reading is Matthew chapter 5:17-26
Thousands of people made the pilgrimage to the mountain following Jesus,
who was famous because of his miraculous healing and powerful
preaching.
As they listened, Jesus began by putting his listeners at ease with the
beatitudes: you are blessed, God is happy with you. Even the Pharisees
would have felt at ease when Jesus ratified their lifestyle: “Unless your
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven.”
But all of these good feelings would have fallen in a heap when Jesus
extrapolated the laws of Moses: hating is akin to murder; lusting is akin to
adultery; making an oath is akin to blasphemy. No longer happy, no
longer blessed, the listeners would have felt dirty and sinful.
And, unlike the structure of a good Lutheran sermon, no Gospel followed
this bout of L-A-W law, just a wisp of what was to come: “I have come
not to abolish, but to fulfil.”
We do know the gospel that follows the law - Christ crucified; humanity
restored; the Law, fulfilled.

Prayer
Dear heavenly Father, although we are held captive by the law, thank you
that we are redeemed by the fulfilment of your law through Jesus Christ.
Amen.

2ND WEEK OF LENT

March 17

DO NOT…….

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 5:27-37
God says in gospel of Matthew do not commit adultery. If your right hand
causes you to sin, get it off and throw it away: better to you that you lose
one of your hands than to throw all your body in to hell. If your right eye
causes you to sin cut it off and throw it away: it is better for you to lose
one than to throw whole your body into hell.
It also says when you divorce your wife and marry the other one, you
commit adultery.
Again you have heard that long ago God said to the people, do not break
your oath but keep oaths you have made to the lord.
The lord God says to the people on the earth, heaven is my throne and
earth is my footstool.
God says to all Christian people in the whole world, you’re the light of the
world. Give my word to those who do not know me. Tell them about it.

Prayer
God of heaven and earth keep your word always with us, day and night.
And so bless everything you have made in earth. Amen.

2ND WEEK OF LENT

March 18

NO MORE VIOLENT RESPONSES

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 5:38-48
These words by Jesus from the Sermon on the Mount are central to how
we live our lives in Christ: no more violent responses!
It is so easy to react to violence with violence rather than turn the other
cheek and find the way of peace and reconciliation, the way of Christ.
A few years ago, Mitri Raheb, the Lutheran pastor in Bethlehem,
Palestine, was watching TV with his wife. They saw Israeli soldiers break
through the door of a house. Mitri’s wife cried, ‘That’s the house next
door. We will be next!’
Mitri ran downstairs and opened the door of the church. When the soldiers
arrived he invited them to come inside and talk. Instead of calling security
guards to oppose the soldiers, he invited them to enter the church and have
a discussion. ‘How can we learn to be neighbours and live at peace?’ he
said.
Mitri’s action followed the way of Jesus. To love our enemies means
finding a way to be neighbours and live at peace. The way of Christ was
the way of the cross, not the way of violent reaction. We are called to
follow that way and promote non-violence as central to our faith.

Prayer
Lord of Power of Might. Bring peace to the peoples of our world. Amen.

2ND WEEK OF LENT

March 19 OUR FATHER WANTS US - CLOSE AND VERY PERSONAL
Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 6:1-18
Chapters 5 and 6 of Matthew are my favourite books of the bible because
they spell out the principles of loving and spiritually rewarding
relationships with people (in chapter 5) and with my heavenly Father (in
chapter 6).
In chapter 6:1-18 the Father is clearly looking for a very personal and very
private relationship with me. As a principle Jesus says my Father wants
my religious / spiritual connection with Him to be between Him and me
alone. If I do something for a needy person … do it in a way that people
don’t notice. When I pray to the Father, go into my room and shut the
door. When I fast, do it so that people don’t notice. Only the Father (who
sees what I do in private) is to know.
My heavenly Father is clearly a jealous Father who wills a private
relationship with me, that excludes all other elements of this world.
Behind His jealousy is His fantastic love mixed with regret that He made
me a creature that became lost to Him. Behind His jealousy is His want
and passion to have me back for himself? And now, representing His
jealousy is His son Jesus. And now also, I can again have a very personal
and private relationship with my Father.

Prayer
My heavenly Father, may your name be holy. May your kingdom come.
May your will be done on earth like it is in Heaven. Please give me what
we need. Father, forgive me and do not judge me harshly when I publicly
display my religiosity; when I make sure people know that I do things for
other people; when I say prayers for people to listen to, and when I make
sure people know what I give. I ask this in Jesus name. Amen.

3RD WEEK OF LENT

March 20

DON’T WORRY

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 6:19-34
Why do you go to the “Royal Show”? Is it to find out who has made the
best wine or what the fashion industry is doing with wool?
What about “Side Show Alley” or the various rides that are there to divert
you from the points of major interest.
Is there any real difference in this passage now compared to then? If we
do not work towards a final goal, we are easily distracted and our gains are
easily frittered away.
Don’t worry?? You must be crazy not to worry!! Interest rates are going
up, utility costs are set to jump and you say not to worry. Don’t you live
in this State?
Why do we marvel at those who seem to be blissfully unaware of the
problems confronting them, yet they must solve the same problems that we
do. Their attitude/demeanour suggests that they are impervious to the
worries that we crumble under.
Then I read this passage again and it becomes a lot clearer. Jesus has
given us a liberating principle not a law. It shifts the worry to God and lets
us tackle the things that we can control. No worries - problems solved.

Prayer
Lord, when we struggle with anxiety and worries may we feel your
comforting presence and know that you care for us always. Amen.

3RD WEEK OF LENT

March 21

GOOD COMMUNICATION WITH GOD

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 7:1-14
We are all sinners! So who gives us the right as Christians to judge other
people? Surely it is by the way we behave (as Christians) in our society
that helps those who are still searching for Jesus - the only way. I have,
over the years, accepted that as a Christian, we cannot judge others by the
standards we have grown up with. In most cases, God fearing people have
been brought up in good homes with kind, loving parents.
But what about those people that have not been cared for as children,
suffered the pain of parents separating, leading to broken homes and all the
hardship that goes with this sad event. These people need our help to
repair their lives not to condemn them. Can we honestly say that we have
not sinned today? No, our duty as Christians is to help those in need and
Jesus Christ whom we can call on anytime, will lead us to give the proper
care and attention that these people need.
Which leads onto the next few verses regarding our prayer time. This is a
very important time in which we can listen and talk with our Lord and
Saviour. Jesus is there to help and steer us in a way which is acceptable to
our Father. He looks on us with favour if we listen to him, guides us in the
ways that are acceptable to Him, and cares for us in the ways He wishes us
to live, work and play.
Finally there is a narrow gate, which is there for us to find. I have found
over the years that the road although broad, the road itself is a winding
road, which leads us at times away from the gate. Fortunately, with the
help of Jesus Christ we eventually return to it, so that we can live in peace
and harmony with our heavenly Father.

Prayer
Dear Lord. Thank you for being here to listen to my prayers. I know at times
you will not answer me in the way I want you too, even so, I need you to listen
and help me through each day. Please be with me now and always. Amen.

3RD WEEK OF LENT

March 22

WISE BUILDING

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 7:15-29
So, what can I build my life on? We know that the usual marks of success
don’t work for us as God’s people: money and possessions – social status
and looking good – even family, health and happiness – as desirable as
these things may be, if that’s all we have, life cannot, will not be stable and
successful. All too easily, when the floodwaters of trouble and sickness
rise, the walls come tumbling down.
Jesus says that traditional religion doesn’t work. Even knowing
everything God has said isn’t the final answer. “Not everyone who calls
me Lord will get into the kingdom of heaven.” (v.21)
When the book of life is written with Jesus as our author, then it will be
filled with wisdom and not just knowledge only. That’s what it means to
build our lives on Jesus as our rock – the real foundation. Sometimes
cracks will appear in the building of our life – sometimes we’ve got to
knock everything down and start all over again, but Jesus promises to be
with us, to re-build us and to strengthen us.

Prayer
Thank you, Jesus, for the foundation of your word. Amen.

3RD WEEK OF LENT

March 23

FOLLOWING JESUS

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 8:1-22
The first part of this reading highlights Jesus’ healing miracles. In this
way Matthew is presenting evidence that Jesus is the one written about in
the Old Testament. “Who is to be the Messiah - the chosen one?”
In other parts of Matthew Jesus asks the reader “Who do you say that I
am?” Substantially, this is an academic question. At the end of this
reading (see verse 19) Jesus asks the very practical question “Are you
ready to go with me wherever I go?” Matthew presents two “No, I’m not
ready” answers.
One answer relates to the all stuff that we have, use and that owns us. And
the other relates to the people systems we have, use and that owns us.
In the same way that the Father wants a very personal relationship with us,
that excludes other elements of this world (see Matthew 6:1-18), it follows
that the elements of this world (our stuff and our people system) are not
required, when we follow Jesus.
Following Jesus is about showing others the very personal relationship we
can have with the Father (see Matthew 6:1-18). The purpose of following
Jesus is not to show others how to have our culture - our stuff and our
people systems that can also own them.

Prayer
Lord, we pray that you teach us to be with you without our stuff and our
systems. Then we will know how to show others the way to be with you
too. Amen

3RD WEEK OF LENT

March 24

STORMS OF OUR LIVES

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 8:23-34
How deathly tired Jesus must have felt, and how deathly tired he must still
feel when we continue to refuse to put our faith and trust in Him when
experiencing the “storms” and “demons” of our own lives.
Throughout our lives we experience many personal “storms”. During the
worst personal storm of my life, the only thing that kept me from going
under, was trust and faith, that my Lord could, and would still the storm
and drive away my demons. He was always there patiently guiding,
protecting and holding me, all the while strengthening my faith and trust in
Him. He may not have led me in the direction that I thought I wanted to
go at the time, but as always, His was the very best way for me.

Prayer
Thank you, Lord, for always being awake to my needs and those of your
people, and forgive me for my lack of trust and faith during the storms of
life. Amen.

3RD WEEK OF LENT

March 25

LET US RECOGNISE THOSE LESS FORTUNATE

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 9:1-17
This reading needs to be seen in the context of the previous chapters. In
chapter 4 Jesus, following his 40 days of fasting and temptation by the
Devil, travels to Capernaum, by Lake Galilee where he calls the four
fishermen – Simon Peter, Andrew, James and John.
Chapters 5, 6 and 7 are devoted to outlining the teachings of Jesus and
conclude with a statement about the authority of Jesus.
Chapter 8 begins the stories about the power of Jesus in healing the sick,
controlling the elements and his ability to cast out demons.
Chapter 9 commences with the healing of the paralysed man but moves to
the calling of Matthew, a tax collector. Tax collectors may have become
powerful and rich through their work but they were seen as outcasts by the
elite in that society and by the Pharisees. Once again, it is an example of
Jesus working with and for the oppressed, the downtrodden, and the non
main-stream of society.
This reading reminds me of the necessity for our congregation to support
City Care Network, Lutheran Community Care, to make our facilities
available for meetings by Alcoholics Anonymous, to carry out our hospital
visiting programme and the need to connect with all the people that we
come into contact with, in our daily lives. We are fortunate to have a faith
and to share the love and grace of God. Many others don’t have this faith,
and it is through our actions that they can understand how important a
Christian faith is in our life.

Prayer
Lord give me the courage to openly express and demonstrate my faith
through my daily interactions with all people and assist me to openly
support our organisations that work for those less fortunate than I. Amen.

3RD WEEK OF LENT

March 26

LIFE IS A MIRACLE

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 9:18-38
We only have to sit and study our hands to see that creation is amazing.
We have touch, strength and co-ordinated movement to be useful and
creative and loving. God, using the power of his word, continues to create
and to replenish our world - his creation.
In this chapter Jesus brings healing and new life to the people, which is an
extension of what God had already been doing. But these miracles are
more specific than that. Jesus has pity and compassion for these people.
In each instance, they were healed through his word and through their faith
in him.
We see miracles around us all of the time: a new day, the birth of a child,
healing after surgery, and forgiveness in relationships.
But our expectations are often not met. We continue to strive for more, to
be healthier, fitter, brighter, so that we can do better in all our efforts to do
what God wants of us.
The miracle is to accept ourselves in the way that God has made us, with
all our weaknesses, thus allowing Him to use as we are.

Prayer
Thank you Father for everyday miracles. Amen.

4TH WEEK OF LENT

March 27

MATURITY, STRENGTH AND LEARNING

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 10:1-25
Jesus chose twelve disciples to be his followers. (Perhaps because there
were twelve tribes.)
To obtain experience and maturity to be equal to the tasks He had for
them, Jesus took them with Him on His journey through Israel. This was
to teach them what was required. They needed to attain maturity, strength
and learn to cope with both success and setbacks. On His journey He
cautioned them to be wise.
In Matthew 10 we read how Jesus sent them out in pairs. They did not
need to go alone for Jesus knew that they would meet opposition.
We, too, enjoy fellowship for support and encouragement. We are never
alone for our Lord is always with us.
Let us never forget that there are many lonely souls around us and it is
Jesus’ desire that they, too, may have the joy of Christian fellowship.
Jesus said that it may not be easy. “If they despise you, remember they
also despise me.” He is always with us.

Prayer
Lord, may we, too, serve you and our fellow men and women in order that
You may be glorified. Amen.

4TH WEEK OF LENT

March 28

NOT AN EASY JOURNEY

Today’s Reading is Matthew 10:26-42
“This little light of mine, let it shine, let it shine…” so says the words of a
song so well known to us. This is a good thought to keep in mind when
reading this passage from Matthew’s gospel. Matthew makes no bones
about the fact that being a follower of Christ may be no easy journey. In
the days of the apostles the only way to spread the Gospel was through
word of mouth and even this brought dissention and difficulties for them.
They were simple fishermen and their message was not for a political
world, nor were they meant to be administrators.
We cannot all be missionaries who sometimes have to face difficult and
dangerous situations or isolation and loneliness. It is still the simple acts
that we perform on a daily basis that often have an impact. We need the
academics, the orators and the brilliant preachers but we also need the
simple acts of kindness, thoughtfulness and acceptance that we lesser
mortals can perform. Often it is through these simple acts that people
understand what it is to live the life of a Christian.
Yet in whatever way we serve God, there is no guarantee that our lives
will be free of distress or conflict. There is the assurance that God sees
and knows all. We are important to Him. He wants us to remain faithful
to Him in whatever we do, and He wants to make everything we do,
acceptable.

Prayer
Heavenly Father, we ask that the love of Jesus shines through us in our
daily lives to lighten the way for others to find You. Amen.

4TH WEEK OF LENT

March 29

JESUS AND JOHN THE BAPTIST

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 11:1-19
When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples to
ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone
else?”
What a strange question for John to ask. John had previously stated that
he was not a fit person to even tie the sandals on Jesus’ feet. John had
previously baptised Jesus and John had been preaching and teaching his
own disciples.
John should have known who Jesus was. Do we ever ask ourselves this
same question? Who is this Jesus?
As I write this, we have just been celebrating the birth of a little baby, born
in very humble circumstances in a stable. I wonder at the time of Jesus
birth how many people thought about the importance of this birth to the
world. That he was born to suffer and die for our sins.
How many people today believe this? Like John, do we ask ourselves
“Who is this Jesus?”
We must all confess that he is the one who suffered and died for our sin.

Prayer
Dear Jesus never let us forget that you were born to become our Saviour.
Amen.

4TH WEEK OF LENT

March 30

WHO IS THIS JESUS?

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 11:20-30
I often wonder why Jesus wasn’t more specific about who He really was.
Even when Jesus performed his miracles people didn’t recognise Him for
who He was. Surely it would be much easier for his followers if he had
been upfront about it and said “Yes, I am God, I am the Son of God, I am
the Messiah, I am the promised one.” But He always seems to be very
vague about it, leaving us to often incorrectly interpret what He is saying.
Verse 27 is one of the verses in which He was a little more specific. Jesus
is the Son of the Father. The Son is known through the Father. The Father
is known through the Son. All this was yet to be revealed – and it is still to
be revealed. This is hidden from the wise and learned.
It is not through wisdom and learning that we know who Jesus is – it is
through faith. Faith that has been created in us by a loving Father, a Father
who will then take our troubles upon himself and give us rest and peace.
When Jesus says ‘come’ to me – I know that he takes me in His arms and
sits me on his lap and holds me tight. I know that He listens to me, and
that when I ‘get everything off my chest’ he will continue to walk beside
me giving me a freedom to keep on, to enjoy my life, and then to be there
for others, helping and caring for them. That’s who Jesus is.

Prayer
We thank and praise you Heavenly Father, for your continued love and
care. Amen.

4TH WEEK OF LENT

March 31

MERCY AND HEALING

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 12:1-32
Jesus incurred the wrath of the Pharisees by letting his disciples eat grain
on the Sabbath. He told them that God desires mercy not condemnation
for letting hungry people eat. They then set a trap asking if it was lawful
to heal on the Sabbath, to which Jesus asked them who wouldn’t lift their
sheep from a pit if it fell in on that day. He challenged them to see how
much more valuable people are then sheep and then healed a man’s
withered hand.
Jesus continued to amaze and inspire people by going on to heal a blind
and non-speaking person, so that he could see and speak. From this point
on, the Pharisees vowed to destroy him for his actions as a change agent to
their established order.
This reading shows Jesus with the Spirit of God, focusing on practical
service, healing those who come to him in need and focussing on the
increasing pressures on him that arise from his teachings and his works.
Jesus comes to us in Lent, when we dwell on the parts of us that are
paralysed or withered, the times when we have been blind to injustices
around us or when we have not spoken up.

Prayer
Come Lord Jesus, our Good Shepherd. Come to us when we feel stuck or
overwhelmed by life. Feed us your bread of life and grace each day,
restoring wholeness in the midst of our brokenness. Amen.

4TH WEEK OF LENT

April 1

FORGET THE PHARISEES – WHAT ABOUT ME?

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 12:33-50
Jesus teaches us good fruit comes from a ‘good tree’ and bad fruit from a
‘bad tree’. He makes it clear that the Pharisees were bad trees “for the
mouth speaks what the heart is full of”. On the one hand, I present my
‘good fruits’ in a way that says to me and to others such ‘good fruit’ can
only come from a ‘good tree’. On the other hand, Jesus says God’s
judgment (not people’s) is the test of a ‘good tree’.
The Pharisees demand for a miracle from Jesus and he is frustrated with
their focus on him. On the one hand, I too want God to show me miracles
so that I have the benefits of His good fruits in my life. On the other hand
Jesus says, “I have already shown you my good fruit - my resurrection.
Now YOU show me YOUR good fruits.”
Jesus also teaches about a return to the control of evil for those who are
spiritually empty and not producing good fruit. On the one hand, I show
my ‘good fruit’ and people see the ‘good tree’. On the other hand, Jesus
says, “Watch out. Evil fills spiritually empty places.”
The Pharisees believed they would be the children of Israel forever. On the
one hand I too believe I am a child of God because of my baptism into
Jesus’ death. But Jesus says it is his disciples who are his children /
mother / brothers and sisters.
Jesus teaches us only one relationship matters - being a disciple, doing the
will of his Father. In that we will be good trees producing good fruit, we
will constantly have the Father’s miracles without asking, we will
automatically be protected from the evil one, and we will be related to the
Father in the way we want to be.

Prayer
Father I pray that you keep challenging me with what you want me to do
and the fruit you want me to bear. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

4TH WEEK OF LENT

April 2

PATIENCE IS A VIRTUE

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 13:1-31
Another example of the disciples not being the brightest lights in the
chandelier!
Jesus tells a story to the crowds about the sower whose seeds fell in
different places with different rates of success. The disciples ask him why
he speaks in stories — they obviously didn’t get it. So, with absolute
diplomacy, Jesus tells them how clever they are that they can listen &
understand. Then Jesus carefully explains the parable to them. After that,
he patiently tells them another story about the enemy who sowed weeds
among the wheat.
But (just to make sure!) he uses another illustration about the mustard
seed.
Was I given this passage because I’m a teacher? Teaching young kids
how to tell the time is a lot like this. Some of them get it on the first try (I
always start in the first week of school). Others join in the learning
process later on in the year. But, come December, there are still a few who
have no idea. However, I know that some time before they’re 21 they will
learn how to tell the time. God grant me the patience to do this year after
year.

Prayer
God, give me the ability to be patient with those I live & work with, &
give me the ears to understand when someone is trying to teach me.
Amen.

5TH WEEK OF LENT

April 3

THE KINGDOM IS LIKE…

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 13:32-43
Let’s re-write the hymn: “God works in ordinary ways, his wonders to
perform”! Jesus’ parables are always about everyday things, everyday
experiences. That’s where God will meet us.
And it may sound really obvious, but all of the things (seeds, yeast, wheat)
are useless... until they can be used! The parables are about action, about
what we do with the gifts God has given. The kingdom of God is not
some lifeless thing that we look at and just appreciate: it is life and action
and response to God's call. It’s all about life, here and now.
So this kingdom means God at work in our lives – working through us, to
bring his life into this world. It’s the love of God, shared in our families.
It’s the generosity of God, when we share the good things we have, with
others in need. It’s the comfort and strength of God, when make sure that
anyone is trouble or need, receives help to carry them through.

Prayer
“Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”
Amen.

5TH WEEK OF LENT

April 4

HIDDEN TREASURES

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 13:44-58
The Parable of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl hold the same meaning
for me, that the Kingdom of God is of such value that I should be willing
to give up all that I have to be part of the Kingdom. Upon reflection, this
is a great challenge for me. I don’t feel that I can walk away from the
comforts that I have created in this world.
These parables also make me think about what ‘needs sorting out’ in my
life. What is trivia, what is rubbish and what is treasure? I need to replace
the trivia and rubbish with more time spent with God.

Prayer
Father. Help me to examine myself so that I can make the necessary
changes needed to become focussed on living a life with you. Amen.

5TH WEEK OF LENT

April 5

GOD’S OPPORTUNITIES

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 14:1-21
You know those times when life deals you blows, and you just want to get
away by yourself for a bit? It can be important to have the opportunity to
take some ‘time out’ before moving on with life. But sometimes we can
be insensitive or even oblivious to this need in others.
So it was for Jesus when the crowd followed him out into the wilderness.
Maybe the disciples were trying to look after Jesus when they said that the
thousands should be sent away. Maybe the lack of food was just an excuse
to get some space, or maybe they were concerned about what could
happen when thousands became really hungry.
Either way, we have a patient teacher. Even when his resources are low,
he takes the time to teach. He shows the disciples that with the small
amount that they can scrounge, a willingness to share and God’s
assistance, there can be more than enough to sate everyone.
Whatever we have, it is important to give of it. God can take a little and
make it significant.

Prayer
Teacher, help us remember that you are found in the deserted places, that
when we cannot depend on ourselves, we need to trust in you. Amen.

5TH WEEK OF LENT

April 6

JESUS KEEPS SURPRISING US

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 14:22-36
The journey with Jesus takes us on a surprising path through
miracles, disappointments, courage, anticipation, fear, doubt, love and
many other emotions.
The feeling of glory is most seductive. Peter was impressed by Jesus’
party-trick, so he too jumped in ’boots and all’ to share that moment of
glory. But he sank. Who can blame him?
Then there’s the transfiguration. Again, the disciples get drunk on the
moment, but quickly sober up when Jesus is not interested in staying on
the mountain. Jesus turns away from his heavenly moment back to the
complexity of human relationships in our world.
The things that turn me around are the grace of God, acts of love, the
journey to the cross and the new life on Easter morning.
I was moved to tears when Christians formed a chain of linked arms
around praying Muslims in Tahrir Square, Cairo during their protest for
democracy. On the Sunday, they had the favour returned when Muslims
gathered around the Christians in the Square as the Christians carried
crosses. http://moourl.com/Tahrir God’s grace is always surprising.
It is Jesus’ love and grace that is glorious. Not us. Ironically, however,
we share in Jesus’ glory through his journey to the cross. A journey of
service, forgiveness and reconciliation. Perhaps even death.

Prayer
Jesus, I thank you for the grace that allows me to love
others and also to love myself. Break into my heart so that these
hands do your will today. Amen.

5TH WEEK OF LENT

April 7

RIGHT RELATIONSHIP

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 15:1-20
Jesus was confronted by an official delegation from Jerusalem, the Jewish
ruling council, to challenge Him about something we would regard as
being unimportant. We ask our children ‘Have you washed your hands?”
before coming to the meal table as a matter of hygiene. But Jesus was
accused of disobeying an age-old tradition, a ritual, by not demanding of
His disciples to follow this “ritual of correct hand washing” which has
many detailed rules.
Jesus sharply attacked the delegation, not just on this one issue, but the
biblical religion they represented. He said, “You nullify the Word of God
for the sake of your traditions.”
Faith in Christ is not a matter of externals. It is a matter of the heart.
Convictions may differ in Christian traditions and communities. But what
counts is this: “Do we love God, and does what we do express that love?”
If our heats are right, our practices are irrelevant. What comes from the
heart either makes us “unclean” for right living, not right ritual. Is our
relationship with our Lord right?
Let’s keep our lives free of those sins that flow form the heart and not be
too concerned about the do’s and don’ts that can become our criteria of
spirituality

Prayer
Take my heart it is Thine own
It shall be Thy royal throne.
Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee. Amen.

5TH WEEK OF LENT

April 8

THE MIRACLE OF FEEDING THE BILLIONS

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 15:21-39
There is the story of a young boy invited for the first time to his friend’s
house for the evening meal. The host mother explained that it was their
practice to ask a blessing before each meal. The lad responded. “We
don’t need to ask a blessing on our meal because my mum’s a good cook!”
When we begin our evening meal with table grace we are not asking God
to turn the prepared meal into a feast. Rather, we are acknowledging that
all we are given, including our daily food, comes to us as a gift from God.
The miracle where Jesus took seven small loaves and a single fish, blessed
them and then had more that enough to satisfy the hunger needs of the
thousands is beyond our human understanding. This got me thinking
about Holy Communion. Each Sunday we have the opportunity to receive
the body and blood of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Not just for us,
but the Eucharist is celebrated by millions of Christians throughout the
world, each communicant receiving the body of Jesus. And this celebration
has been going on for centuries. We could call it the miracle of feeding
the billions.

Prayer
We thank you Jesus for feeding our souls with your body and blood.
Amen.

5TH WEEK OF LENT

April 9

WARNING! WARNING! WARNING!

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 16:1-12
The Pharisees and Sadducees knew about Jesus’ miracles. These miracles
were shifting public opinion away from the Pharisees and Sadducees. In
fact Jesus miracles were leading people to believe that Jesus is God’s
appointed. The Pharisees and Sadducees refused to accept this, because
they understood that they were God’s appointed.
So they asked Jesus for a new miracle in the hope that there would be
some slip up, so that they would regain some lost support. Jesus saw their
game. He said the only miracle that would be done for them was His death
and resurrection. In frustration he walked away.
Jesus was preoccupied with the Pharisees and Sadducee’s ‘yeast’ being a
barrier to people turning to him. Jesus makes a mental association
between the disciples concern about having no bread that day with this
yeast and says, “Don’t be concerned about the lack of bread – you know I
take care of that. Instead watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.”
This warning is necessary for me also. I get preoccupied and concerned
about the things that God has already taken care of, and I leave myself
exposed to the yeast of the Pharisees, the Sadducees, money, power,
influence, presenting myself well, living at a nice address and do not
follow Jesus call to follow him.

Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank you for your love and your warning about the yeast of
the Pharisees and the Sadducees – the things of this world that keep me
away from you. Thank you also for the saving miracle of your
resurrection. I pray, as I live each day, I follow you and take note of your
warning. Amen.

6TH WEEK OF LENT

April 10

JESUS – WHO IS HE?

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 16:13-28
In this reading I find myself facing (or faced with) the same question that
Jesus put to his disciples when he asked them "But who do you say I am?"
During the last two millennium(s) there has been much speculation and
debate about the person Jesus - his place in history and the purpose of his
life on earth. I can know all the facts about Jesus but in the end it comes
down to a confession of faith. Peter's declaration "You are the Christ the
Son of the Living God" was a revelation to him from the Father. In a
similar way my faith came to me in my baptism: Through the Spirit of
God and through the nurture of his word and sacraments I have come to
'know' that Jesus is my Lord and Saviour.
In this same reading Jesus challenges me with the cost of discipleship denial of self and taking up the cross to follow him. What does this mean?
It is an overwhelming and impossible request of me. I just have to rely on
him walking beside me every day of my life until I am welcomed into his
heavenly Kingdom. This is why he made that last trip to Jerusalem.

Prayer
Lord Jesus, you are the Christ. Thank you for giving your life for me.
Amen.

6TH WEEK OF LENT

April 11

DO WE NEED TO BE ONE EYED?

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 17:1-13
Read Matthew 16:13. Jesus puts the question, “Who do people say the
Son of Man is?” Peter’s answer is in Matthew 16:16, “You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus is not only the “Son of Man” he is also the “Son of God”. Peter did
not think this up on his own. The insight was given to him directly by the
Father (16:17b). Here is the first reason to be “one-eyed”, or focused on
Jesus.
The second reason for us to be “one-eyed” or focused on Jesus is he knew
he was about to be put to death, and that he would rise to life three days
later – read Matthew 16:21b. Peter thinks this is ridiculous. However,
“six days later”, Peter, James and John, praying with Jesus, had a most
extraordinary experience. They saw a change coming over Jesus –
Matthew 17:2.
Luke 9: 30 tells us that not only did Jesus appear in heavenly glory, but
Moses and Elijah appeared also. They talked with Jesus about the way in
which he would soon fulfil God’s purpose by dying in Jerusalem. This was
“God’s purpose fulfilled by Jesus”.
A third reason why we need to be “one-eyed” or focused on Jesus – read
Matthew 17:5 “… a shining cloud came over them, and a voice from the
cloud said, ‘This is my own dear Son with whom I am pleased’.” The
Father is saying Jesus is not only the Son of Man but also his Son so
“Listen to Him”.
There is no belonging to Jesus except through the Cross and Resurrection.
That is why God gives the clear direction: “Listen to Jesus!”

Prayer
Heavenly Father, help us to see who Jesus is, listen to him and through the
power of the Holy Spirit witness to him. Amen.

6TH WEEK OF LENT

April 12

KNOWING WHAT IS TO COME

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 17:14-27
‘If I only had a crystal ball to see the future.’ How many times have we
heard or said that? Jesus did not have that crystal ball, but he knew what
was going to happen. In chapter 22 and 23 Jesus once again tells the
disciples of his death and resurrection.
What agony and pain must Jesus have felt knowing what was to come.
Yet he continued to do the work his Father had sent him to do.
Why then do we have times when we find it so difficult to continue with
our daily lives and the work of our Lord? When we know that we do not
need to suffer as Jesus did. It is so easy to get tangled up in the rush of
everyday life and our own self.
Like the disciples, I need to be told again, because just like them I hear the
message but don’t always comprehend it. Each year I hear the Easter story
of how Jesus suffered and died on the cross and then rose again on the
third day. Taking this with me every day and living with the peace of
knowing that Jesus died for my sins, gives me the strength to continue.

Prayer
Dear Jesus, give us the strength and faith to put our lives in your hands and
to continue your work. Amen.

6TH WEEK OF LENT

April 13

DON’T RUN PAST YOUR PRIVILEGES!

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 18:1-35
(You will need an open Bible)
Privilege 1 (verses 1-5): Who doesn’t want to be great? Jesus’ answer.
Privilege 2 (v. 6-8): This privilege is easily lost. We are to be “faith
builders”. How sad this letter from a teenager: “Dad, you gave me lots of
things, but if you had told me only once, “Son, I love you!” I would never
have left home.”
Privilege 3 (v. 10-14): To see and love the lost through the eyes and heart
of Jesus.
Privilege 4 (v.15-17): Concern for that person who is “troubling” you.
You need assistance. What if there is no result? Check Jesus’ answer.
Privilege 5 (v.18-19): The gifts of intercessory prayer with others,
including prayer for a “pagan or a tax collector”.
Privilege 6 (v.21-27): To be forgiven by our grace-giving Heavenly
Father.
Privilege 7 (v.28-35): Face reality! With the gift of forgiveness God used
and gave the gift of mercy. It’s easy to omit using this gift of mercy. The
consequences are “disturbing” – to say the least.

Prayer
Father, help me to share the life you have given to me – “Ransomed,
healed, restored, forgiven!” Amen.

6TH WEEK OF LENT

April 14

RED LETTER DAY

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 19:1-30
This passage speaks to me about three things:  fidelity in relationships
 encouragement of children
 practical expressions of faith
In many Bibles the words of Jesus are printed in red to encourage us to take
special notice of the precise words he spoke.
So when Jesus speaks about fidelity in relationships we can sit up and take
notice because he is speaking to us in our times. "Fidelity" is the keeping of
a promise of faithfulness in conjugal relationships. When we make a
promise Jesus expects us to keep it. He does give us an "out" if there are
problems in the relationship but he especially speaks to us and asks us to
keep our promises.
Jesus didn't say a great deal about encouragement of children but think of the
powerful impact that his words have had! We all have a special ministry to
children. That special ministry is free of financial obligation - it costs us
nothing- all we need to do is to encourage children to know that they are
loved by us and loved by God. We know that the Holy Spirit will do the rest.
God has given us practical resources and in this passage Jesus is asking us
not to fall in love with them at the expense of people around us. It is truly a
"red letter day" for us as people when we can cease being selfish and give
lovingly to the people around us. God does not nurture us in a vacuum. He
has placed people around us so that we can take notice of them and be of
practical assistance to them.

Prayer
Dear God, we know that you give us the ability to think of others, to act on
our thoughts, to encourage those around us and to keep our promises. Thank
you for speaking so directly to us about these really important matters.
Amen.

6TH WEEK OF LENT

April 15

EQUALITY AND RESPECT

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 20:1-34
I see two major themes in these stories, respect and equality. We see the
workers in the vineyard all receiving equal respect from the landowner by
receiving equal pay for their labours. We see Jesus reminding all of the
disciples that they are all equal and called to serve. We also hear the tale
of Jesus respecting the blind men by placing them as equals to the crowd,
by restoring their sight. In the midst of this we hear Jesus prophesy his
death. He too was showing his respect and equality with humankind, for
he was going to die for all humankind.
Through these stories, God reminds us that regardless of our perceived
station in life. God’s respect and love for all is unconditionally equal. All
of us are sometimes guilty of treating others with disrespect. We are also
sometimes guilty of believing that we deserve more than others around us
for our labours and association, and behaving badly when we don’t receive
it. I certainly have been guilty of this, and have only realised the damage
to others caused by my lack of respect well after the event. Bearing the
four lessons in mind, perhaps we all should consider stepping back
occasionally, look at how we perceive ourselves in relationship to others
and modify our behaviours so we are able to treat people with the equal
respect that everybody deserves.

Prayer
Heavenly Father, We sometimes believe that we deserve more than others,
when this is not the case. Please continue to remind us that we are all equal
and deserving of respect. Amen.

6TH WEEK OF LENT

April 16

JESUS’ AUTHORITY – NOT UP FOR DISCUSSION

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 21:21-27
As Jesus entered Jerusalem, his followers create an up-roar shouting, “Praise
to David’s Son! God bless Him who comes in the name of the Lord.” For
these common people Jesus’ authority was clear. There was no doubt – “He
comes in the name of the Lord”.
The Chief Priests and the teachers saw this up-roar centred on Jesus as a
public embarrassment and an affront that undermined their God-given
religious authority. It was not what they wanted. And things got worse.
In a packed temple (the central symbol of God-given religious authority to
the Priests and rulers) Jesus set off a second up-roar. In anger and
exasperation, Jesus accuses the Priests and rulers saying, “Your God-given
authority and responsibility is to make my Father’s house a house of prayer.
Instead you have made it hideout for thieves”.
Still in the temple, and in front of the Priests and rulers, Jesus uses his power
and authority to heal people. The children set off a third up-roar shouting
what the people shouted when Jesus entered Jerusalem “Praise to David’s
Son!” At this point Priests and teachers are seething with anger over Jesus’
use of his authority.
Early next day Jesus is with his disciples – the new spiritual leaders who
have the new religious authority. Jesus’ exasperation continues with their
poor grasp of the authority and powers given to them. He gives them a serve
saying “I assure you, if you believed and do not doubt, you too would be able
to do what I have done.”
Back in the Temple Jesus is asked by the chief priests and elders “By what
authority do you do all this?” Jesus offers to discuss his view on his
authority if they discuss their view of his authority. They knew they would
have to compromise their views to do what Jesus asked – so they declined.
In exasperation Jesus said, “Then neither will I discuss it”.

Prayer
Father, I too handle the authority you have given me very poorly. Teach me
your will. Amen.

PALM SUNDAY

April 17

GOD’S VINEYARD KINGDOM

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 21:28-46
This passage covers two parables. In the first, The Parable of the Two
Sons, Jesus tells of two sons who are asked by their father to go and work
in the father’s vineyard. The first son, who is the elder of the two and
represents tax collectors and prostitutes, initially refuses to do as he is
asked. However, he eventually does as he is told. The second son, who
represents some of the religious leaders of the time, immediately says that
he will go and work in the vineyards, but never actually does it.
This parable reminds me (us) how important it is to remember that
claiming to be religious and simply saying the right things is not enough.
Regardless of who we think we are, it is only by truly following through
and living the words of Jesus (our actions) that we will find our way into
the Kingdom of God. It also serves as a useful reminder to me (us) of how
important it is not to make assumptions about other people, according to
their appearance or position in life.
In the second parable Jesus tells of the vineyard tenants who refuse to
share a portion of their harvest with their landlord. When the landlord
sends his servants to collect his share of the harvest the tenants beat and
kill them, and when the landlord eventually sends his own son to collect
his share he is also killed. Since the landowner is God, the vineyard His
Kingdom, the servants are the Prophets and the son is Jesus, this parable
highlights to me (us) our responsibility as Christians to hear and act on
God’s word through his Son Jesus. By ignoring what he asks we
relinquish our place in His Kingdom. To me this parable is also an
ongoing warning of the consequences of ignoring Jesus’ Word. (v 41).

Prayer
Dear God, please help us to remember that truly following your Word is
more than just saying the right things and appearing to do what is right.
Help us to always share our lives with you and truly live the Word of your
Son Jesus through our actions. Amen.

MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK

April 18 THE CHALLENGE - LOVING GOD AND OTHER PEOPLE
Today’s Reading is Mathew chapter 22:34-40
Typically, Jesus has provided us with a concise and direct response to the
question; which is the greatest commandment? Jesus presents just two
categorical imperatives. Love GOD, and other PERSONS.
The text also challenges us. PROFOUNDLY! It is so simple to love a
warm, loving charismatic person. But what about the person who we find
obnoxious, abhorrent, vulgar? Who maybe has tatts??
During my ten and half years as a Prison Chaplain, there did not appear to
be a whole lot of love around the place. Indeed, some prisoners and staff
were difficult to engage/love. Violence was pervasive, both verbally and
physically. Prisoners were often disfigured as a result of violence. Some
were very scary. Keeping in mind that Jesus had died on the cross also for
prisoners, my fears were assuaged. No room for assuming a pharisaic
attitude within this environment! Combined brokenness palpable,
Prisoners and Chaplain, people together needing Jesus. This is the
compelling evidence of the need for the Saviour. His incredible love and
grace for ALL of humanity. Seeing God in His people reflects His love
and concern for all creation.

Prayer
Dear Lord, teach us to love YOU and other PERSONS at all times, and in
all places, through Jesus our Saviour. Amen.

TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK

April 19

MISSING THE FOREST FOR THE TREES

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 23:1-39
I’m the oldest child in my family. Maybe that’s why I can remember
having an overinflated sense of responsibility. This meant being the boss,
and, in my view, my commands didn’t have to make sense they just had to
be obeyed. When my parents were away their power fell to me.
You can imagine what life was like for my two younger sisters. I was the
oldest, I was male, I was appointed by my parents, I knew the rules and I
could competently add my own in the areas that were lacking. What could
be more righteous than that? It all made sense......to me.
It seems like a similar, over inflated sense of responsibility also gripped
the leaders in Jesus’ society. God had left them in charge, maybe even
appointed them, and their own, peculiar sense of rightness was going to
rule the day.
Their rightness, like my own, was very complicated and sensible to them,
but rather than earn Jesus’ congratulation they received his rebuke. In the
same way that my actions closed off a good experience of family life to
my sisters, their actions closed heaven itself to the people in their care.
Care, after all, was what God had appointed them to.
Some of us can become so fixated on what we are convinced is right that
we overlook the purpose of life itself. Jesus said: ‘Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill, and cumin, and have
neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. It
is these you ought to have practised without neglecting the others.’

Prayer
Lord Jesus, open my eyes to see the people that you place before me.
Close my heart to the selfish passions that grow from within me. Send
your Spirit so that I may know the rightness of the practise of justice,
mercy and faith. Amen.

WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK

April 20

BE PREPARED

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 24:1-51
Well – what a reading! It seems dark and heavy going, quite grim in
places, and dotted throughout with dire warnings of impending calamities
and far-reaching unhappiness all to unfold before Jesus’ return. There is a
lot in this chapter, and to be honest, almost all of it feels negative and even
a bit scary.
It really is a chapter full of warning about troubles and horrible things to
come, including wars, floods, starvation, earthquakes, punishment, hatred,
betrayal and evil. Why subject us as readers to this collection of troubles
and warnings? Certainly part of the reason could be to encourage us to be
prepared, as this is mentioned a number of times throughout the chapter.
It seems to me however, that the overall message is that despite everything
– from overwhelming uncertainty, to the way the world seems to crumble
around us, in the most destructive and frightening ways- there is ultimately
only one truth which withstands all. There is only one constant in this
constantly changing and constantly challenging world, and that is that the
Son of Man will return – no one can predict or know when, but he will
return.

Prayer
Lord, thankyou for the gift of the promise of your return. May we hold
onto this and live our lives prepared for you. Amen.

MAUNDY THURSDAY

April 21

CONTRADICTIONS

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 25:1-46
I have heard these stories all my life: the story of the wise maidens versus the
foolish ones, the story of the talents, and God’s judgement at the end of time.
Stories, when you are a child, are just that. Stories that make you wonder and
speculate on the lives and circumstances of others, but there’s no real connection
to whom you are, and what you do. Stories, when you are young, are magical,
colourful, unbelievable, and ultimately not connected to your own life.
That is until you mature and start to think more deeply about what the stories
might be telling you. Until you want God’s word to speak to you, to guide and
nurture you through life’s sometimes difficult journey.
I remember being confused about the notion of wisdom and foolishness. Was
being “wise” the same as being “ready”? I was cross at the seemingly cruel
treatment of the poor man who (wisely) in my view, buried his money so it
wouldn’t get lost or stolen – and don’t forget, stories of thieves loomed large in
the Bible of my childhood remembrance. Why did he suffer when the rich got
richer? Why did this seem to contradict what I thought was Jesus’ central
message about compassion and not judging others on the basis of their abilities
or circumstances?
I worried, too, about the finality of the picture of the goats being separated from
the sheep. As every child ponders – and it’s valid, I think – what about people
who have never heard about Jesus? What about people of other faiths? Do they
get relegated to the left side of God along with all the other goats?
We understand more as we grow older, maybe as we have children or suffer loss
and start to comprehend the sometimes spectacularly random nature of life itself.
However, I’m not sure that even now I fully understand what God is saying in
Matthew 25. How does one be ready for the end times? What is our burden of
responsibility for using our God-given talents? I trust only in the love of God
who, I know, is with me. I feel His presence daily and know his love and care
for me.

Prayer
Dear God. Please bless us all, and the people we love, that we might be united in
our care, compassion and generosity of spirit for all the children of God. Amen.

GOOD FRIDAY

April 22

WATCH AND PRAY

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 26:1-75
Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. (verse 41) Jesus
tells his disciples he is going to be handed over to be crucified. As the
Jews plot to arrest and kill Jesus, Mary anoints Jesus for burial with
expensive perfume; he eats the Last Supper with his disciples and predicts
Peter’s denial. He agonises in prayer at Gethsemane, is betrayed by Judas
with a kiss and voluntarily submits to the Fathers will.
In every great scene of Matthew 26 we see people like us with varying
attitudes towards Jesus.
 Judas loved money more than he loved the Lord and sealed his
destiny by betraying Jesus for 30 pieces of silver.
 Peter would not confess Jesus openly because he feared what others
would say and how they would treat him even though he had
boasted he would never disown Jesus.
 Mary, who loved Jesus so much, deeply comforted His heart by her
extravagant love gift.
Which person am I in reality of action? Our relationship with Jesus Christ
is revealed by what we say about Him in every situation. A person’s
judgement of Jesus judges that person. In the case of Peter’s denial, Jesus
understands the human heart and weakness and forgives the truly
repentant.

Prayer
Loving Heavenly Father, help me to love Jesus and watch and pray so that
I do not fall into denial of Jesus in my words and actions and choices in
life. Amen.

EASTER SATURDAY

April 23

DEATH AND DEVASTATION

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 27:1-66
A lot happened in Matthew 27. In this reflection I have focused on just one detail:
55 Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus from
Galilee to care for his needs. 56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the
mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons. 61 Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary were sitting there opposite the tomb.
Over the past week we have seen many sickening pictures of the floods in Queensland
and the death and devastation that lie in its wake. We have watched from afar as the
disaster unfolded, trying to make sense of what has happened, helpless to change the
course of events. This is not the first time we stood by and witnessed horrific events
unfold on our screens – there were the earthquakes in New Zealand, the floods in
Pakistan, the mudslide in China, the wildfires in Russia. We stand by watching and
asking Why? How can we help? What will happen now? Will this impact on me?
As we have stood by and watched frightful events, Matthew records a similar
shocking experience for the women (he names them, not a faceless crowd, women
who knew and loved Jesus and were loved in return) standing in the distance and
watching: watching his crucifixion, watching his burial.
Matthew portrays the horrors they witnessed that day: the ripping of flesh with the
whip, the agony of nails being driven through flesh, the humiliation of being ridiculed
and taunted, the unnatural darkness in the middle of the day, the loneliness of Jesus
(Father, why have you forsaken me). They had followed Jesus to attend to his needs
and now they stood by helpless to change the direction of events, unable to care for his
needs. They did not understand what was and happening and why. How could the
crowd, one week cheer him as their hero, now be calling for his crucifixion? How
could they choose a murderer over him (all he’d done was help others). Why didn’t
Jesus defend himself? We can’t even care for him and give him a proper burial (this is
why they returned to the tomb). Facing an uncertain future, what would happen now?
In the crucifixion of Jesus, God experiences the worst life can throw at us, he
understands our shock, our pain, our questions, our devastation, and our confusion.
When the story is complete, he answers all our questions. For the women standing by,
for the thief on the cross, for the soldier who recognised him for who he was, for us
today: He went through this horror because he loves us and our future is with him.

Prayer
Lord, comfort us when we’re in pain, strengthen us when troubled, clarify our
confusion and help us cling to your love. Amen.

EASTER

April 24

THE CERTAINTY OF LOVE

Today’s Reading is Matthew chapter 28:1-20
This conclusion to Matthew’s Gospel account is concise but envelops many
concepts that unite the book and his testimony. The two great themes in this
chapter are the resurrection account and the Great Commission. They are
interlaced with the very human dimensions of the human need for credibility at the
first reception of the resurrection, and the containment of this event by the chief
priests and elders.
However, the essence of this account that has greatest meaning for me is the dual
theme of the resurrection of Jesus and the His promise of enduring attendance to
our needs and lives. All healthy relationships are predicated on love. Our social
order and culture has defined the many expressions of love and security for
generations and it can be the most dynamic force in our experience. Loving
relationships between people are energising, enlivening and profoundly satisfying.
They can be the source of inspiration and enrichment and provide a secure and
enduring sense of identity and companionship for a lifetime.
But at the end of a life, when death separates me from those that I love, there is the
immense loss and regret that embraces grief. Some relationships, once severed by
loss can never be replicated or the sense of fulfilment regained. This is the crisis
of the human condition. The magnificent promise by Jesus is that the Easter
morning is a symbol and metaphor for the endurance of love. His return to life is
the proof of God to us that there is no end to love and that in this miracle, we can
have just a glimpse of the eternity that He has for us. Both an eternity with Him
and one in which we will be reunited with those that we have loved, known and
cherished in our lifetime. As if we needed any other hope to reassure us, this
chapter ends with those magnificent words of reassurance, “and surely I am with
you always, to the very end of the age.” As I look at the people in my life and the
wealth of love and acceptance I receive from the people I take the time to know
and care for, I marvel at the capacity of God’s love for me and the sense of well
being this gives my life.

Prayer
Father God, thank you for the revelation of love in our relationships and the
realisation of your love in Jesus. Amen.

The Cross and Winding Sheet
symbolise the descent from the cross. The winding sheet, which
is also called a shroud, is a cloth in which a corpse is wrapped
for burial. This symbol represents the period beginning with the
disciples removing the body of Jesus until the resurrection.
Sometimes a ladder is shown leaning against the cross.













































